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their pictographic codices which recorded much of the
early history of the race and its migrations. But
these, or at least .such of them as are preserved, are
rather indefinite and were probably drawn centuries
after the events pictured took place, and were worked
up from legends and traditions. Many Aztec, or
better, JNTahua, legends appear historical at first
glance, but if we study them we find that, like those
of the Mayas, they differ materially, and that in
every case they are most suspiciously like fanciful
allegorical myths.
Even the accounts of the early Aztecs and their
predecessors, the Toltees, as given in the works of
Ixtlilxochitl, a Mexican chronicler who wrote soon
after the conquest, are greatly at variance; but as he
undoubtedly merely recorded the existing traditions,
this is not surprising. According to one of his ac-
counts the Toltecs reached a spot called Tlapallan
after voyaging southward from some unknown land.
A revolt of the chiefs against the Tlapallan king
forced them to flee in A. D. 439. After eight years
of wandering in the vicinity, they journeyed to
Tlapallantanzinco where they remained for three
years before commencing their subsequent wander-
ings which lasted for one hundred years. The other
account does not agree in regard to the dates nor the
localities, but states that the Toltecs left their homes
in the year 1-Tecpatl (A, D, 387), passed Xalisco
and landed at Huatulco whence they journeyed to
Tochtepec and then traveled overland to Tollantein-
co, the entire journey occupying one hundred and
four years.
After this the accounts agree far more closely.